Birds of the Gulf

homes for millions of birds, from enormous Brown Pelicans to delicate Snowy Plo-

vers. Magnificent Frigatebirds snatch food from its surface; Northern Gannets plunge
into its depths. Most of the Common Loons that breed in the Upper Great Lakes in Michigan
and Wisconsin migrate to the Gulf and eastern Florida.

The Gulf’s location in the very heart of the Americas puts it at the very heart of bird migra-
tion, where it provides critical resting places and food resources for birds making their way
between North America and the tropics. As we move into migration season, estimates of the
amount of oil spilled so far are as high as 142 million gallons—more than 12 times the size of
the Exxon Valdez disaster.

The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is working to understand the long-term effects of this
disaster on birds and marine mammals, and offering ways for people to report sightings and
learn about the birds at risk (see p. 2).

‘We also receive inquiries from people across the country who want to know how they
can help. It’s difficult to find direct ways to help: skimming oil, cleaning beaches, and rescu-
ing oiled birds require special equipment and training. But concerned individuals can re-
port sightings to eBird, monitor nests for NestWatch, or support conservation by purchasing
federal Duck Stamps or donating to organizations helping birds in the Gulf, including the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

The Gulf of Mexico, the ninth largest body of water in the world, provides year-round

Learn more at www.birds.cornell.edu/helpbirds.

BirdScope Vol. 24 (3) Summer 2010

Migrant Shorebirds

ST g

VLAY ANNVOL 41 NO

millions of waterbird

ters along the Gi
scaup, teal, Redhea

Most of the Co:

TheCornellLab q of Ornithology



